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October 18, 2024. 

Since the Cuban missiles crisis in October 1962, the world has never been so close to a nuclear catastrophe.

and a few young men.

Journalist have become prime targets as the regime tries desperately to blindfold the world. At least 

years of war.

are destroying schools, hospitals and other infrastructure such as homes, almost 90% of which have been 
turned into rubble, water and electricity. 
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and placing weapons on its territory which has a two thousand kilometres border with Russia.

as a whole. 
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Guiana disrupted the monotony in the colony and 

people.

capitalist elite, could be used in the struggle of the 
working people.

them and to listen to his assault on the colonial state. 

to the street corners and the street corners to the 

the victory of the Party he founded and led, the Peoples 

seats.

PPP succeeded in damaging the colonial mentality that 
existed. 

three days. Coming almost like a bolt from the clear 

removed the PPP from power. The excuse then was that 
there was a communist plot to take over the country. 

So popular he had become that one American journalist, 

he makes the most of what he has to work with. He is 

Jagan. 

obscured another vital aspect of his life, that of a 
developmentalist. 

of development for his country, region and even how all 

struggles were conducted to allow him and his comrades 
to develop Guyana and the Guyanese people.

Cheddi Jagan – The Developmentalist
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being examined today. 

 

To appreciate his accomplishments as an administrator 
in our country it is necessary to have an understanding 
of the environment he was forced to work under and 

have been defeated.
They thought so because they had jailed him and many 
of his most trusted and capable colleagues. They worked 
hard and managed to split the party.
They even did a lot of gerrymandering of the electoral 
boundaries to make it heavily weighted against the PPP. 

where the PPP was strong very large and in the areas 

seats.

fact that the votes that Dr. Jagan got was more than all 

Aisa and by the progressive forces in the Caribbean.

PPP and announced that it would cooperate with the 

to do great harm to the party.

advance their agenda.

measures in place just in case their plan did not work.

retained by the Governor. 

was working and hoping for a united front against 

when that failed it made public and private overtures to 

great powers.

government it would have been a great disappointment 
for the masses. That was a compelling reason for its 
decision.
The second reason was that if it did not form the 

dictatorship and the party would have been blamed for 

project.

capitalist class saw themselves more as a part of the 



3

colonial leadership.

about is the psychological factor.

echelons, ideologically were much closer to the colonial 

understood their role as serving the colonial enterprise 

shocked to the bone.

repair and only 352 were structurally sound. The Town 
Planning Advisor to the Comptroller for Development 

and rural areas were even more dismal. Here is a short 

1950, it noted that the Venn Commission in referring 

number of the houses the corrugated iron roofs were 
leaking and the fabrics of the buildings were in a general 

rain dropping from the roof these were made slippery 
and dangerous; in many cases we found bags laid over 

Added to this misery was the Church control of schools 
which resulted in many strongly religious Hindus and 

and killed a lot of children. So too were malaria, typhoid 
and yellow fever diseases caused by mosquitoes. 

sugar and bauxite, two of the three main pillars of 

unemployment level which was at 18% of the workforce.
The new government had to therefore tackle many 
important social and economic issues simultaneously.

1953. They went to the masses, keeping them informed 
from the very beginning as to the problems which they 
faced and sought the assistance of the masses of the 
people in resolving them.

Several schools and health clinics were built using this 

schools were built and a similar amount of health clines 
using a variety of methods.

how it operated. The government provided the materials 
and the technical oversight of the projects while the 

to overcome the issue of overcrowding in the schools and 
medical services were provided in every nook and cranny 
in the colony. Very many other important infrastructure 

At the individual level workers were encouraged to 
build their homes using similar methods. They banded 

to build their homes. There they helped each other. So 

amount of house built in the last half of 1957 were more 

in almost a decade.
Those workers who built their homes outside of the 

for them to purchase house lots by paying down 10% 
of the value and the rest over a period of three years. 
Government also guaranteed loans for them at the banks 
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to build their homes. The amounts being repaid were 
made deductable for income tax purposes. Government 
built some houses too and rented to workers at very 
favourable rentals.

encouraged landlords to build homes and rentals were 

The Economy

lay in the economy. The PPP focused heavily on the real 

main vehicles in advancing the fortunes of the colony.
The struggles between the PPP ministries and the 
colonial administrators began in earnest in 1958.

confronted the administrators as to the Development 
Plan which was costed at $91 million. The PPP felt that 

and the Georgetown Public Hospital, before the PPP got 

The squeeze was on.

tools used to frustrate the PPP.

sought funding from other sources. The Swiss Bank in 
London was prepared to lend the B.G Government eight 

conference he held in London in August of 1958, he 

program for 1959 from GUY $21.224 million to GUY 

and public works. These were rejected. Even a request of 

managed to get many companies interested in the 

give guarantees.
The government also sought to build a factory to produce 

German Company was even willing to build the factory 

stopped by the colonials. 

producing cheap electricity to process our raw materials 

that more value be added to the raw bauxite. They 
threatened the company ALCAN, to reposes some lands 

self or get other investors involved.
That forced the company to build a plant to produce 

Assembly to approve it going to seek funds from other 

A point to be noted here was that all the projects were 

The one area where the PPP had great support was from 

did not come in the provisions of funds, but in technical 

Dr. Jagan invited private capital in the country and shared 
the studies with them. He urged them to invest in the 

Some local and foreign companies took advantage of 
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Chairman of the board was a respected lawyer, a man 

Chase. The other members of the board came from 
businesspeople, mainly those in manufacturing.

private sector literature on Business and management. 

However, Dr. Jagan and his comrades were not willing to 

taxes were applied to locally produced alcohol example 
rum and beer, as compared on whiskey and other 
imported liquor, which were highly taxed. 
Even though the taxes on locally produced good were 
low the one company that produced beer in the colony 
organised a big campaign against it.
Taxes were put on motor cars, watches, and other type 
of luxury items.

estates to provide low rental lands to manufacturers.

glass factory; leather factory, oil brand, etc. were all 
frustrated.

and invested in the economy due to the assistance given 
by the PPP it was not moving as fast as the PPP would 

rapid growth.

Company that was encouraged by the government to go 

so skillful that it was able to build huge passenger river 

Essequibo River and the Torani – Berbice River.

paint, nails, wire fencing materials, furniture among 
other areas. 

e

began focusing more on Agriculture. This was of great 
importance from the employment point of view and 

industries. Here too Dr. Jagan had a greater degree of 
freedom to act.

were engaged in subsistence farming.

its possession studies of the land in the various areas the 

provide the skills to do studies on our soil so that farmers 
were advised on what to plant.

where it trained persons to provide services and 
technical advice to farmers.

as it encouraged persons to establish homesteads in the 
newly opened schemes. 

producing at subsistence level but were at a commercial 

To assist the farmers the government established a 

and many once imported items were replaced by local 
products, these included honey, carrots, cabbages, 

of the correctness of the policies of the government 
but the tremendous enthusiasm of the farmers whose 
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nearby rural areas and in 1958 the amount more than 

much so that milk was supplied to our public hospitals, 

Powder.

refusing permission for the government to make a 

at a small scale to commercial levels, producing one 

local market and to create value added products, for 
example corn meal.
Cassava, Coconuts, Cocoa, fruits, and other ground 

factory was built in the city to produce starch, fareen 

pointed out that we were forced to buy dear from the 

cheaper prices from other countries.

our neighbours and began a brisk trade. Rice and paddy 

were sold in those markets. 

European countries – the Soviet Union, the German 

South of the country which was isolated from the north 

which became a big industry and very thriving at this 

government to have a healthy Balanced Budget even in 
the period 1962 to 1964 when we had serious riots to 
deal with.

Buy Local

Congress.
However, this was very successful because many 
Guyanese began to get very valuable experience in 

This applied to Bookers & Sandbatch Parker in the sugar 
industry, ALCAN in the Bauxite sector among others. 

the country.
The sharp growth in local products allowed for the 
changing of our own diet. The government began a 
campaign in the society urging persons to use more 
of the local products, many of which were superior to 
imports and provided at a cheaper price. This was the 

others.

at the variety and quality of the products.

had to consider the human capital needed to be prepare 
for the task of managing an independent country. This 
task the government took very seriously and took many 
measures to deal with it which spanned every aspect of 
life in the country.
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Human Capital

But that was not enough. The country needed more 

technicians which Dr. Jagan had recruited with the help 

University of Guyana. This was a giant step. To accelerate 

when the premises were vacant. Dr. Jagan could not wait 
for the new building to be built. He began immediately.
Apart from training highly skilled people to manage the 

another reason. He wanted a new kind of technician, 

This was one of the very important measures he took 

take place and partly as a defence against persistent 

the University of Guyana to provide the skills and higher 

interior, or in the farthest village or sugar estate should 
have a real opportunity

 we have laid the 

the establishment of the University of Guyana is the 

on our own area and our own needs and interests, with 

its accent on Caribbean and local studies, with the study 
of our Amerindian languages instead of Greek and of 

them to read and write. 

illiteracy in the country and was the only colony that had 
established its own university. 

schools he built and developed new ways of increasing 

began to organize training in several centers throughout 
the country for teachers, while building a new and larger 

1958, that grew to 150 and it kept on growing throughout 
that period.
The government began to aim in that early period 

achieve this goal, they created all age schools. Those 

Culture

Dr. Jagan was very aware of the need to free the minds of 

drive he placed a great emphasis on History and Culture.

organize events to promote our history and create the 

Guyanese History in our schools, beginning from primary 
schools.
Public lectures were organized to commemorate 
important dates in our history such as the 1763 Slave 
Uprising in Berbice.

poets and singers were heavily promoted. The radio 
was used extensively to promote local culture and even 
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and songs took center stage.

music instruments.

it started a Guyana Prize for Literature.
Local dances were promoted and emphasis was also 

dances.
He had to build both physical and social infrastructure, 

Infrastructure

clinics were built all intended to raise the quality of the 
human capital for the building of a new society.
However, you would realize that the physical 
infrastructure was in a very poor state and extremely 
limited. To develop the country and open access to the 
lands and resources the country needed roads. The 
government began to undertake such projects. Two 
roads started from the coast with the plan to push them 

because it was being done with our own resources.

Natural Resources

Dr. Jagan appears to have had a preference for the 
development of manufacturing and seem to have a 

those assets were not renewable and therefore to get 

to exploit them alone or to get more favorable deals 
with foreign companies.

country was receiving from its Bauxite.

reconnaissance of the country to map the mineral 
deposits. This was used to minimize the risk that 
investors would have to take and minimize the damage 
to the environment.

for oil.

The Story of Oil:

processed in the country.

1964 he had the help of the UN to send geologists to 
look again for oil. The UN sent four geologists from USSR 

Nothing came of this because the government changed 
and the new regime did not show much interest in this 

high quality and in large volumes.

One of the major challenges that plagued the government 
throughout the seven years was the availability of cash. 

to frustrate the government with the hope of making it 
unpopular.
To circumvent this Dr. Jagan had to take many measures. 

challenges.

proceed with that.
Another unorthodox measure he used to obtain loans 
from abroad was to establish a local private company 

a loan from Cuba and that company lent money to the 
government.
This company was also used to trade with some 

Eastern Europe and China.
The Jagan Government was moving to establish the Bank 
of Guyana. That bank was envisaged to be more than 
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developing industries and agriculture.

Conclusion

the other it was characterized by heroic resistance and 
great enthusiasm of the broad masses.

Even though all their plans could not have been realized 
the achievements were really impressive.

of the lowest in the Caribbean.

many other parts of the world.
The government was able to have a balanced budget in 

At the social level we were able to achieve an almost 
100% literacy rate and our students began topping the 

remains the only university established by a colonial 
people.

PPP government was able to rid the country from 

made in this sector could be seen in the improvement 

in life expectancy and in infant and maternal mortality. 

housing for instance, the government was able to get rid 
of the houses slaves and indentured laborers live in by 
opening up schemes for poor people to own their own 
houses. 
At the beginning of this talk we saw the impression of 

were the worse in the region.

American countries, and very much higher than that of 

limited power.

power, robbed Guyana of his genius and as a foremost 

development trajectory.

also served as General Secretary of the People’s Progressive Party. Mr. Ramotar is 
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Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. On June 28th, some 

conference and delivered an important address. Around 

Ramotar, who was the only former Head of State from 
the Caribbean region to be invited to the conference and 

across the globe, and the colonial system around the 

systems aspired to safeguard their sovereignty and grow 

the basis of equality. Against the backdrop, Premier Zhou 

Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have garnered wide 

the cause of human progress.

Coexistence have set a historic benchmark for 

served as the prime guidance for the establishment 

and contributed historic wisdom to the reform and 

forward from one era to another as mankind seek 

ago, our forefathers, who experienced the scourge of hot 

crucial way to safeguard peace and sovereignty.
70 years later today, although human society has made 

Editor’s Note: 
The following is a speech delivered by the Chinese Ambassador H.E Guo Haiyan at a Seminar to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence. 
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tremendous progress in terms of economy, science and 
technology, it is confronted by regional disputes as well 
as global issues such as climate change, cybersecurity 

be upheld, not undermined; and the process toward 

forward, not backward. President Xi Jinping put forward 
the vision of building a community with a shared future 
for mankind, providing a new answer to what kind of 
world to build and how to build it. This is the best way 

Peaceful Coexistence under new circumstances.

The Vision of Building a Community with a Shared 

benevolence. Both demonstrate the broad vision of 
the Communist Party of China to contribute more to 

the path of peaceful development. The Vision of Building 

circumstances.
The Vision captures the reality that all countries have 
a shared future and intertwined interests, and sets a 

of their size, strength and wealth, are equal members 

overcome challenges, achieve shared prosperity, build 

peace, universal security, and shared prosperity, and 
realize peaceful coexistence with greater security and 
prosperity for mankind.

opens up new prospects for peace and progress. China 
calls on all countries to bear in mind the future of 
humanity and the wellbeing of the people, and uphold 

the common values of humanity, promote global 

work together to implement the Global Development 

The Vision keeps pace with the historic trend toward 

new ways to achieve development and security. China 
has been working together with all sides to take 
profound and real measures to build a community 

enabled the Vision to make historic achievements—

peace and stability, and presented the world with more 
prosperity and development.

originated in the Global South and have made historic 

progress. Going forward, the Global South stands out 
with a strong momentum. Building a Community with a 

stay ahead of the historical trend.
The Global South should be more open and inclusive, and 
join hands to take the lead in building a community with 
a shared future for mankind. Together, we should be the 

and regional hotspot issues. Together, we should be the 

item, reinvigorate global partnerships for development, 

in reforming and developing the global governance 
system, expand the common interests of all sides, and 
make the global governance architecture more balanced 



12

President Xi unveiled numerous measures in support 

Coexistence Scholarship of Excellence and 100,000 

support agricultural development of the Global South. 
China is ready to discuss free trade arrangements with 

Economy and Green Development. Between now and 

expected to exceed US$8 trillion.

and take part.

countries, China and Guyana are both important 
members of the Global South. Over the past 52 years 

Against the backdrop of emerging global challenges, 
China and Guyana share a wide range of common 

are characterized by a shared future. China stands 

safeguard the overall interests of developing countries, 
and contribute to world peace, security, prosperity and 
progress.

Ambassador GUO Haiyan is the Chinese Ambassador to Guyana. She is a career 
diplomat and University graduate.
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not make it just as they please; they do not make 
it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but 
under circumstances directly encountered, given and 

that the GNU is now a reality that we have to deal with. 

from the GNU arrangement, progressive forces need 

against retrogressive economic policies and engaging 

important areas of manoeuvre, such as basic income. 

ANC is now under huge pressure to deliver. This creates 

strategies to navigate intelligently.Examples of issues 

• 

• 
• The delivery of public health.
• 

• Expansion of public employment.

• 

• 

• 
• 

prescribed assets.
• 

__________________________
¹Of the example of Lula campaigning for the Brazilian Central Bank to lower interest rates, and the raising of some voices in South African 
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• Pushing back austerity, including through advancing 

on how this can be done, including through 

and therefore the extent to which it is constrained. 

consolidate hyper austerity, and make much of the 
above unrealisable.

the fact that on the face of it, the DA will be able to block 
new policies from being  adopted which it opposes, 

breaking mechanism will operate in the event that 

As controversial as it may be, a case can be made that the 
GNU, with all its inherent problems, may have certain 

deliver. This may ironically also make the ANC more 

austerity.

terrain of struggle, including the possibility of a minority 

• 
country, arising directly from failed economic  
policies, combined with a hollowed out and 

• 

wing populist agendas increasingly taking root in 
response to these crises.

• 

• 
including COSATU and the SACP, and the further 
splintering of the ANC into populist, and predatory 

risks and dangers. 

• 
can provide an answer to the crisis has been 
comprehensively discredited; 

• The severity of the economic crisis, and its 

movement, challenges previous complacency in the 

hunger and poverty;
• 

of this morass, with some calling for a popular front 

• 
and urgency to introduce immediate measures 

lives, and address the need for structural economic 

down on austerity economics, and the dogma of 

well as other measures to please the markets, including 
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services. 

and social movements, inside the alliance, and inside 

has the will and capacity to do this, as well as on the 

failure of the last three decades of economic policies, 
which have not succeeded in structurally transforming 
the economy. These policies have instead deepened 
inequality, worsened unemployment, and failed to 

economic metrics, and plunged us into a low growth,and 
stalled development, trap. 

as persistent, structural youth unemployment, the 

infrastructure and public services, and growing hunger 

were held tomorrow, 81% of people had responded, 

This also suggests that an increasingly large number 

their interests, and there is therefore a vacuum in 

an expert to work out that the vast majority of people 

prospect of improvement in their lives with stagnant 
wages, rising cost of living, rising unemployment, rising 

of our democracy, as well as social cohesion and 
development. The underlying crises giving rise to 

deepen our democracy. 

also giving rise to pathologies such as ethnic chauvinism 
and quasi feudalism, xenophobia, and misogyny. These 

the alarming emergence of right wing populist elements. 

a rise in xenophobia.
The answer to such developments is not to condemn 

ideas Secondly, to implement economic policies which 
combat the social stress which people are experiencing, 

employment, income, living standards and so forth.

going into the history of economic policy making in 
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policy stance over the last thirty years. 

pursued this policy paradigm with total commitment, 

essence this paradigm entailed reducing the economic 

and the associated spending cuts. 

the suppression of growth. This has led to the pursuit 
of what economists all procylical economic policies 

the general trend, but of course there have been some 

ending of the GEAR programme, of mildly expansionary 

policy combined with a moderately expansionary 

and employment, although at too low a level, and 

or reduce inequality.

despite denials of its existence by the economic 

phases of austerity, and characterises the latest phase 

by the South African Reserve Bank. The use of high real 

economy, making it too expensive for businesses and 

employment. The result of this economic policy is the 
highest unemployment rate globally. 

simply means that while historicspending levels are 
already inadequate, cutbacks result in even less money 

community member, leading to a crisis in key public 
services. 
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The graph below shows that because government 

and while an average of R5 326 was spent on each public 

The impact of these cutbacks is also clearly evident in 

massively worsened the impact of these misguided 
policies, but it would be a mistake to think that the 
hollowing out of state capacity is only the result of 

SOEs, while accelerated by state capture, was in part 
the result of lack of investment in these companies, 

Crucially, progressive developmental policies adopted by 

resourced, their impact has inevitably been severely 

and ANC policy, whose inconsistencies have become so 
notorious.

macro-economic policy

to extremes. Some even deny, in the face of all evidence, 

meaning in crude terms that it adds less to the economy 
than the amount spent. This is contradicted both by the 
evidence, and common sense.

__________________________
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strangely contradicts their emphasis on the importance 
of developing economic infrastructure, but supports 

economic policies, Treasury and the economic 
establishment regularly trot out various mantras in 

economic pressures on households. But the state is not 
a household.

came into sharp focus with their decision in the budget 

these funds to be used for development. Treasury instead 

any concomitant expansion in social expenditure. The 

and the interests they serve.

the real economy; the list goes on. These policies are a 
recipe for a downward economic spiral and social 
instability. This is the reality we have witnessed over the 
last three decades! 

However prominent journalist Carol Paton recently 

its conferences, which the government has repeatedly 

economic rights. 

policies,which government has pursued for the last 30 
years. 
power, would double down on these policies which go 

targets; to impose a debt ceiling; to cut back current 

growth, deepen poverty, slash public services, and 
increase inequality and unemployment.

further rightwards on economic policy will only deepen 
its crisis, and destroy any prospect of recovering its 

it would threaten to destabilise society, and give way to 

the interests of ordinary working class or poor people.

developmental economic policies which have a proven 
track record. The ANC can try to make this progressive 

makes this possible.
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need a package of economic measures which Stabilise, 

carefully sequenced manner.

and generate broader economic demand and 

state capacity; mobilising capacity to repair and defend 
infrastructure; and so on. This needs to be coupled with 

economy.

Some policies will take longer to roll out, including 

economy, and would need to be undertaken in parallel.

resources, and have shown that there are many examples 

Treasury had previously claimed to be unavailable.

economy; build important infrastructure and state 

including the fact that such an approach would create 

important infrastructure and state capacity; stabilise 

Neil Coleman August 2024

Cde Coleman is the Co-Founder and Senior Policy 

Maverick before the GNU was formed
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and Jennifer Doudna, won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

breakthrough technology has paved the way for ad
vancement in the treatment of diseases including cancer 

case, it is necessary to review the basics of the human 
genome and its genes. 

generally used is that DNA and RNA codes for proteins or 

a nitrogenous base and a phosphate group. Proteins are 
long strings of amino acids joined together and deter

Illness: Curing Sickle Cell Disease
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the workhorses of our cells carrying out all the neces

in the structure of these molecules can lead to various 

30,000 genes in 23 chromosomes pairs of chromosomes 

of DNA are packed into each of three trillion cells in hu

genes or genome sequences. This is all done at the mo

The Case of Sickle Cell Disease

Sickle cell disease is a group of blood related illnesses 

pitals sickle cell anaemia is treated with blood trans
fusions and pain killers to reduce the severe pain but 
these symptoms usually come back within months. The 

rying protein, hemoglobin, found in red blood cells to 
be abnormal which in turn causes the red blood cells to 

and slow damage to the joints, liver, kidney, brain, heart, 
and lungs. Sickle cells also die at a faster rate than nor
mal blood cells – 120 days for normal cells while sickle 

gles to keep up with the pace of dying sickle cells and so 

bilirubin, begins to build up causing jaundice, another 
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consequence of the disease. Hydroxyurea is the drug 
given to treat the symptoms of the disease but its not a 
cure. To date the cure is to replace abnormal stem cells 
in the bone marrow of a sick person with healthy ones 

just treat symptoms of the disease.One focus of research 
is to increase fetal haemoglobin levels which are usually 
high at birth and decreases as a child grows where adult 
haemoglobins eventually replaces most of the fetal form. 

severe symptoms of sickle cell disease. A huge break

ing treatment for sickle cell disease – Casgevy manufac

treatment of sickle cell disease in 2023.

red blood cells. The HBB gene is located on chromosome 

ponent of hemoglobin, which is located inside red blood 

causing it to become sickle shaped instead of normal.
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body from making a form of haemoglobin found only in 
fetuses; a form that makes normal blood cells and sickle 
ones. Casgevy directs an enzyme called Cas9 to this gene 

The bone marrow stem cells now start producing fetal 
hemoglobin and red blood cells with a normal round 

own bone marrow stem cells, edit them with Casgevy, 

and then reinfuse the edited cells. The edited cells are 

shaped red blood cells and curing the disease. Thus far, 
the cure has lasted under two years.

far show that the treatment is generally safe and well 

years but the most recent published data shows that 

anemia, there was no painful episodes for 12 months 

no longer needed blood or bone marrow transplants for 

sickle cell anaemia, enough haemoglobin or red blood 

unknown but with the treatment, chemotherapy is re
quired to removed old cells and replace them with new 
correct ones. 
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rect gene for producing healthy haemoglobin in stems 

showed that 32 out of 33 people with sickle cell disease 

Bahrain, EU and Saudi Arabia approved at least one of 

sickle cell disease. The price for treatment is a whopping 

where the disease is prevalent. Researchers have shown 
that growth of the parasite that causes malaria is pro

cells evolved to help humans in places where malaria is 

One of their goals is to increase awareness by 2026 and 
screen 70 million people in the states where the disease 

ble cure, perhaps one that will be shared with the world. 

Outlook

thus far, the power of the technology lies in allowing the 

tainly, it is fundamental to health care systems in help

crops resistant to climate change given our current di

ularly the huge challenge of making it accessible to all. 

this area going forward rather than rely on the current 
owners of the technology. 
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Democracy and Development

democracy and development since there are varying 

and ideological predisposions.

and ideological pluralism. 
Development is the expansion of the economic and the 

development. Economic growth is a necessary though 

to examine economic development in Guyana during 

The records will show that it was under the PPP 

Guyana. The blueprint for such development was laid 

1957 which was again decisively won by the PPP.

fact that such unprecented developments took place 

more remarkable.

of the economic base of the economy which hitherto 
was based on a narrow range of manufactured products 
mainly for the export. The country had experienced 

not consuming, and consuming what we were not 

This year on January 21, progressive mankind marked 
the centenary of the passing of Vladimir Lenin. This was 
Under the PPP government, there was balanced growth 
and development. A number of industrial estates were 

and plantains reached record levels.

promised free cassava and milk should it win the 1961 

As it turned out, although the PPP won a plurality of 

opportunity to form the government in what former 

the PPP secured 42.6 % of the votes but won 57% of 
the parliamentary seats. The PNC won 40.9% and the 
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system of PR, it was possible for the PNC and the United 

rights of the Guyanese people. This was made much 

of measures including a padded voters list, control of the 

foreign exchange shortages due to declining exports and 
smuggling of goods including gold. There was an acute 

the underground market and at exhorbitant prices. The 
ordinary people were catching hell to survive and for 

Guyana, which was among the richest in the Caribbean 
during the 1960s became the poorest country in the 
western hemisphere by the end of the 1980s. Such was 
the state of the economy that the country was declared 

The salient point to note in the above is that there is 

a devastated economy and a country that was bordering 
on the margins of a failed state.

economic fortunes of the country again changed. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Cheddi Jagan the country gradually 

which became even more pronounced following the 

ranked among the fastest growing economy in the region 
due to the impact of oil revenues.

Conclusion

democracy and development, the importance of good 
governance and respect for the norms of accountability 

in 1992 it promulgated a governance approach based 
on lean and clean government and development with a 

This is why it is so important not only to consolidate 
and enrich our democracy but to also pursue policies to 
enhance the quality of all Guyanese, especially those of 
the working class.

Chairman of the Cheddi Jagan Research Centre.
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Editor’s Note: 
r The following article is reprinted from a Straight Talk (Mirror Newspaper, dated 7th February, 1988 to highlight the importance of democracy for

economic and social development.
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in Africa, the Caribbean, and especially south and Central 

His life story is not just a tale of personal resilience but 

working class. 

Lula was born on October 27, 1945, in Caetés, a small 
town in the northeastern state of Pernambuco, Brazil. 
The northeastern region of Brazil has historically been 
one of the poorest and most underdeveloped parts of the 

in extreme poverty. At the age of seven, Lula moved 

journey undertaken by millions of other Brazilians who 

Northeast.

awakening began when he joined the labor movement 

Bernardo do Campo, where he quickly rose through the 

The Birth of the Workers' Party

The 1970s was a tumultuous decade in Brazil, 
characterized by a military dictatorship that ruled the 

to the authoritarian regime.

that aimed to represent the interests of the working 
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deeply rooted in grassroots organizing, direct democracy, 
and socialist principles.

and progressive intellectuals to come together and 

held power.

end of the military dictatorship. His campaign was a 

unions, social movements, and ordinary Brazilians who 

neoliberalism and embrace a new model of development 

However, Lula faced a formidable challenge in the form 

powerful business interests and the mainstream media. 

and a vicious smear campaign against Lula, portraying 
him as a radical who would plunge the country into 
chaos. Despite this, Lula made it to the second round 

contender for the Presidency.
Lula ran for president again in 1994 and 1998, but both 

a centrist who embraced neoliberal economic policies. 

Lula and his supporters, but did not diminish their resolve. 

grassroots organizing and the appeal of socialist ideals 
to the Brazilian masses.

poverty and reducing inequality.

growth. Under his leadership, Brazil experienced a 
period of sustained economic expansion, driven by a 

millions of Brazilians entered the formal workforce. 

expanded access to credit, and invested in infrastructure 

country. Electricity, previously to millions of households 

dependence on the United States and Europe. Lula 
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and currency away from the United States dollar.

without its challenges and controversies. His government 

payment of monthly bribes to members of Congress in 

The Legacy of Lula and the PT

Lula played an impressive and important role in foreign 
policy, both on the regional level and as part of the global 

completed two terms as President. 
These impressive numbers were largely due to President 

the scourge of poverty and hunger. 

economic instability in Brazil.

recession, rising unemployment, and widespread 

when Dilma was impeached by Congress in what many 

the socialist policies it had championed.

He was sentenced to prison, a move that many of 

undo its achievements. Despite his imprisonment, Lula 

country. 

reignited the debate over his legacy and the future of 

hero, a symbol of resistance against neoliberalism and 
the oppressive forces of the status quo. His life and 
career are a testament to the possibility of building 
a more just and equitable society, even in the face of 
immense challenges.

stage, running for president once again. His candidacy 

of Jair Bolsonaro, whose presidency was marked by 

millions of Brazilians who were disillusioned with 

equality, and environmental sustainability. He called for 
the reversal of neoliberal reforms, the strengthening of 

poverty and inequality.

a central role in the economy, NOT just as a regulator 

socialism His victory was not just a win for the PT but for 
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needs of the poor and marginalized at the centre of its 

Lula as a symbol of Socialist Hope

enduring relevance of socialist ideals in the 21st century. 
His rise from poverty to the presidency, his unwavering 

to implement policies that have improved the lives of 

of the working class against the forces of capitalism and 
inequality.

to lead Brazil through a new era of challenges and 

increasingly dominated by neoliberalism and corporate 
power, Lula towers above many as THE beacon of hope 
for those who believe in the possibility of a world with 

the belief that every living person deserves to live with 

to live free from poverty and oppression. 

Commissioner of Guyana to Canada.
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to belong to neither whatever happens in the world. 

we propose to face all consequences.

challenged the right of my country to defend itself; it 

and strength we have, and if we have no arms we will 

powers they might be if we look to them for sustenance, 
then we are weak indeed.

Stumble and fall and get up. The mistakes of my country 
and perhaps the mistakes of other countries here do not 

greatest respect of these Great Powers because they 
are not only great in military might but in development, 

and the result of that will be that the overwhelming 

might of one country will conquer the world. Thus far 

speak for the future. . . .

takes place; we will not take part in it unless we have to 

step that takes place in reducing that area in the world 
which may be called the unaligned area is a dangerous 

balance, that outlook which other countries without 
military might can perhaps exercise.

that moral force counts and the moral force of Asia and 
Africa must, in spite of the atomic and hydrogen bombs 
of Russia, the U.S.A. or another country, count. . . .

world. Therefore, are we, the countries of Asia and 

the leaders of thought who have given religions and all 
kinds of things to the world have to tag on to this kind 
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other carrying out their wishes and occasionally giving 

to me that the great countries of Asia and Africa should 
come out of bondage into freedom only to degrade 
themselves or humiliate themselves in this way. . . .

not security to the countries which have entered into 
them. They have brought the danger of atomic bombs 
and the rest of it nearer to them than would have been 
the case otherwise. They have not added to the strength 

produced some idea of security, but it is a false security. 

security. . . .

the presence of these two colossuses but also because 

it is useless in this atomic age. They do not understand 

if one country is more powerful than the other in the 
use of the atomic bomb and the hydrogen bomb. One 
is more powerful in its ruin than the other. That is what 

reached. However powerful one country is, the other 
is also powerful. To hit the nail on the head, the world 

rightly that owing to this very terrible danger, people 

while Governments want to refrain from war, something 

anywhere in the world, it is bound to result in world 

commits the aggression there is world war.

atomic weapons, as they are called, are used, the next 
step would be the use of the big atomic bomb. You 

result not only in the countries engaged in war, but 

thousands of miles it will destroy everything. That is the 

[CV]
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Book Review: Janet Jagan: Freedom Fighter of Guyana
The Cheddi Jagan Research Centre (CJRC) is pleased to be associated with this publication 'Janet 
Jagan: Freedom Fighter of Guyana.' The Centre was established on.22nd March 2000 by Mrs. Jagan 
to preserve the rich and enduring legacy of her husband and former President Dr. Cheddi Jagan. The 
Board of the Centre, however took a decision to commission a book on Mrs. Jagan whose contributions 

'Janet Jagan: Freedom Fighter of Guyana' stands out as yet another masterpiece in the Caribbean 
literary landscape. The book is a biographical account of the life, work and struggle of an iconic Guyanese 
and Caribbean leader whose contributions to the liberation struggle of Guyana have reverberated way 
beyond the shores of her adopted homeland. Ranked by the TIME Magazine as one of sixteen of the 
most rebellious women in history, this publication provides readers with a peep into the life and work of 
a world-renowned leader and revolutionary. 

How the author Professor Patricia Mohamed so ably managed to piece together her multi-faceted 
contributions  during the period that spanned her long and illustrious life is extraordinary in its own right. 
This is all the more commendable given the fact that she was an 'outsider' with only passing familiarity 
with her life and work. Yet she managed to weave a brilliant literary fabric in a coherent and reader-
friendly manner. It must have been a hard, laborious and painstaking enterprise to accommodate the 
diversity of views and perspectives from a wide range of individuals who knew Mrs. Jagan at fraternal 
as well as personal levels, and also from those whose opinions and views of Mrs. Jagan may not be as 
complimentary.

Yet it turned out to be nothing short of a labour of love. It is undoubtedly an absorbing piece of work 
uniquely complementary to other published works including the celebrated 'West on Trial' written 
by Dr. Cheddi Jagan and 'My Fight for Guyana's Freedom by her daughter Nadira Jagan-Brancier. 
These publications, along with several others, provide readers with a body of knowledge on the life and 
work of the Jagans not otherwise possible.

making processes of the PPP. The book brings out her love for the ordinary people  and her unyielding 
commitment to the creation of a just and harmonious society. She, along with her husband, endured a 
lot including being imprisoned but she bore them all with strides and without malice or ill-will.

This is indeed a major literary work commissioned by the Cheddi Jagan Research Centre on the life 
and work of former President Mrs. Janet Jagan. We take this opportunity to convey our heartfelt thanks 
to the author Professor Patricia Mohamed and to the publisher Ian Randle for the printing of the book 
within the stipulated deadline. We acknowledge with thanks the hard work put in by Nadira-Brancier 
Jagan in terms of providing valuable factual information and insights which in no small way served to 
enrich this publication.

This book cannot be considered exhaustive given the multi-faceted and interlocking roles played by 

readers with some new and fresh background information and perspectives on her rich and eventful life.

We have no doubt that this publication will be of tremendous value to all those who have an interest in 
the role and contributions made by Mrs. Jagan to the struggle for a free and independent Guyana.

Hydar Ally
Chairman, Cheddi Jagan Research Centre 
September 17, 2024
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Book Review: Janet Jagan: Freedom Fighter of Guyana

and was a very strong swimmer. She was adventurous and wanted to explore the unknown. Perhaps that is why 

Her strong character was moulded by her early experience as a Jewish girl growing up in the United States where 

The colonialists behaviour and their propaganda had created a mentality in which whites would be regarded as 

to the colour structure in the society. This was very pronounced when she along with her husband Dr. Cheddi 

the racist ideology of the coloured masters. 

and for the changes that would help the poor immediately.

in bakeries and other smaller enterprises, yet she managed to bring them together and led them to improve their 
circumstances. 

feminist as we know feminists today. 
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Book Review: Janet Jagan: Freedom Fighter of Guyana

reason, she did a lot in organising them in the party, the PPP and the unions.

polio and other diseases. 

and great achievements. 

good cause. Her strength could be seen in how she responded to great problems.

again faced it head on. No doubt it must have been painful for her, but few ever knew that. Here again her heart 

want to see that happen to Guyana again. That period showed her deep humanity and her love for our country, 
which she put in front of everything else.

history of the PPP.
That tells the great esteem in which she was and is held in our society. 
This book is worth reading and each Guyanese should have a prominent place in their libraries to celebrate one 
of our greatest heroes, Janet Jagan!
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Cheddi Jagan and the Cold War

project Dr. Jagan as someone who failed to understand 
the dynamics of power in a United States sphere of 

he was denied the opportunity to take his country to 
independence status and spent the greater part of his 

This is a recurring point throughout the book which was 
repeated ad nauseam by the author who seem to have an 

powers, it is unfair and patently wrong to blame Dr. Jagan 

races to the heartlands of capitalism.

Guyanese society.
Nor was Dr. Jagan opposed to western liberal values such 

an economic model of development along the lines of 
the Soviet Union. 
The records will show that Dr. Jagan sought developmental 

was denied that he was forced into making overtures 
with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries 
including Cuba and East Germany.

socialist countries for economic assistance and trade. 

what had obtained on the world market. The same was 
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failed to get the necessary permission from the then 

a colony of Britain and it was not at liberty to pursue 

government that it was able to transform a backward 
colony in just under a decade to one of the more 

to improve the quality of life of the Guyanese people 

especially in rice and sugar. The amount of land brought 

These are some facts that were deliberately ignored 
by the writer who seemed obsessed with what he 

The fact is that none of the countries in the hemisphere 

and the Caribbean. As Dr. Jagan showed in his book 

money from the developing to the developed world 

levels of poverty, unemployment and a perpetual cycle 
of underdevelopment.

the Soviet model of excessive centralism and one party 

failed precisely for that reason. At the economic level, 
there was excessive centralism which festered a lack 

and the eventual collapse of the soviet system.
The above is highlighted not to cast aspersions on 
the socialism as a governance system which at the 
conceptual level is by far superior to capitalism or any 
other governance system known to man. The fact that 
socialism collapsed in the then USSR and eastern Europe 

of socialism but as a result of the departure from the 

the material and spiritual needs of the society are fully 

humanity especially under a system of subservience and 

an ethos based on unbridled capitalism. Under colonial 
rule in Guyana there was hardly any real development.  
There were high illiteracy rates, abominable housing 

in the sugar belt especially in terms of meaningful 

was overly generous to the management of the sugar 

under the leadership of Sir Jock Cambell. Seecharran 

undrained coastal swamps into agricultural areas.

be an instrument to change society and transform the 
lives of people. Under a system of dependent capitalism 

saw as the highest form of struggle. That was precisely 

in 1947 and the PPP in 1950 which convincingly won the 
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following his victory in the historic October 5, 1992 

These are no mean achievements and certainly does not 

power as Seecharan seems to imply. The fact that he was 

regime cannot be blamed on Dr. Jagan. Yet Seecharan 

villain. Dr. Jagan, he argued, should have been more 

powers and by so doing prevented the rise of PNC 
authoritarian rule.

abandoned his radicalism. Had he done so, he would 
have fallen in line with other Caribbean leaders who 

recognized beyond the shores of the region. And the 
colony, which gained centre stage would have remained 

to which workers were subjected. Another possible 

United States.

on his return from the United States, along with his 

Like all mortals, Dr. Jagan was not infallible and some 

degree of youthful exuberance and felt that some things 

the Party leadership only to be betrayed later and his 

in Britain and other Commonwealth countries, the 

out of power.
The book is replete with all manner of anecdotal stories 

which blinded him from seeing beyond a certain 

embrace of the communist creed came with a high price.
Perhaps the greatest tribute paid to Dr. Jagan was from 
Arthur Schlesinger, who in his capacity as advisor to 

would pose fewer problems to the United States than 
Dr. Jagan in an independent Guyana. Time and history 

pervade in the minds of several intellectuals such as 

Jagan has been completely vindicated by history and 

Chairman of the Cheddi Jagan Research Centre.
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She told me she was born on the 16th June 1941 at the 

Her paternal grandparents were indentured immigrants 

in Demerara they began farming at the backlands at 
Triumph. Ameena wrote that each morning they went 
to their farm in a narrow bateau and each evening 
they returned with the bateau loaded with produce, ‘ 

across her ride shoulder and walked barefooted and the 

past 80 years. 
Her maternal grandmother was born in 1889 and was 

Village.  Her parents had come from UP state and were 

Ameena wrote that her grandmother was one of the 

friendship with the creole children and tagged along 
with them to school , eventually taking her two young 
sisters and a brother with her. 

immigrant tailor and lived on the Corentyne coast,  but 

habits. Her grandmother escaped with three young 

mother had to take care of the children with a meagre 

and produced wedding dresses with the most exquisite 
embroidery worked by the light of a lantern. ‘

money to feed and clothe and keep them in school 
including primary and secondary. Both Ameena and her 

change. 

and credit.  ‘The accounts consisted of long strips of 

nights sleeping with her grandmother who, by the light 
of a small speakeasy lamp, would recite from the Taleem 

grandmother recounted to her the lives of the Prophets 

thirst for a books, for knowledge, with a curiosity and an 

had a mysterious well of literary knowledge. 

Confucius, Shakespeare and other poets to keep us 

for the Study of Indentureship and its Legacies
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she constantly sang and hummed such classics as Drink 
to me only with thine eyes ; By yon bonnie banks and by 
yon bonnie bays ; The Lonely Ashgrove, as well as Surahs 

they all went to high school. She would calculate the 
monthly contract money for the train and put that aside 
before anything else. ‘ All we were certain of is that we 

them since they had spare money lunch money in their 

drawing water from a well pipe a short distance away 

that produced lots of smoke to burn your eyes from early 

did,  they had to wade through the water holding their 
school uniforms above their knees and balancing books, 

did homework and studied later night by the light of a 
candle as their mother took the only lantern to complete 
her  urgent sewing jobs. As Ameena put it memorably, ‘ 

Central High School and headmaster J.C Luck gave 

sugar workers at Enmore in 1948 brought the Jagans 

his Opal motor car to the neighboring villages to distribute 

corner.Her brothers would become members of the 
youth arm of the Party. 
Between Senior Cambridge and Higher Senior Cambridge 

privately,  in the evenings, under the tutelage of the 

with the aim of taking her three young siblings to 

had to abandon Law studies as there was no Law school 

kitchen and that no wife should be more educated than 

in an explosion in June 1980, one block from their home; 

appropriate venue, given that the House of Lords was 
engaged, over centuries, in debates about Slavery and 

insisted, since she was a rare Guyanese person, , an 
iconic Guyanese woman. As the University of Guyana 
announced when Ameena died,on August 26th, ‘ she 

is rare and can only otherwise be found in the work of 

Her gracious nature and compassionate heart made her 

Guyana has lost a true literary luminary and one of its 

Lord Bhikhu Parekh, Dr Patricia Rodney, Professor David 
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the subject from the margin to the centre of scholarly 

German University of Bonn. 

Cultural Centre. 
Her death gave added sadness and poignancy to the 

The webinar can be viewed on Youtube, and their 

Unsilencing the Past: The Journal of Indentureship 
and its Legacies

the worlds that can begin to happen. 

years. The journal was developed to create a unique and 
unprecedented space for the study of indentureship in 
the Caribbean and the wider global contexts. Part of 
the reason why this journal emerged or even became 

globe, has been relegated to the historical margins and 
there have not been many venues for publishing work 
on studies of indentureship. 

other journal like this in the world, which centers its 
focus on indentureship, and it is because of this history 

journal was envisioned , supported and facilitated by the 

Our editorial board consists of the primary editor, 

by a global and diasporic academic Advisory Board of 35 

downloads! 

was a general issue, which featured an excerpt from 

Professors Brinsley Samaroo and Brij Lal. So, this is an 
issue that actually started with seminal scholars and 
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This is one of the things that we really wanted to do 
i.e., to bring established and emerging scholars into 

are dealing with the topic of indenture across the global 

voices.

put out a call asking for papers on this topic precisely 
because we wanted to open up very concentrated 

to do two issues on gender and sexuality. The covers of 

of the focus of their work. 
So, this issue was quite groundbreaking, especially since 

no sustained and concentrated focus on the topic. 

of the system and managed the tensions between  

The second issue was a general issue, to feature work by 
scholars whose work does not necessarily coincide with 
our special topic areas. So, there is always discussion by 
the editorial team about our planning of both special 
topics and general issues. 

tribute to late Professors Brinsley Samaroo and Brij Lal. 

started planning – is that both issues will focus on the 

focusing on more standard studies of indentureship, but 
we are also trying to diverge from that path, to rethink 

historically remained marginal.

The journal has increased the visibility of indentureship 

have departments or programs in indentureship studies. 

to be silenced, even in the contemporary moment – not 

that there is also an oral history project, created by Arlen 
Harris, and conferences, etc. that also facilitates visibility 

doing with the journal is helping to facilitate a broadening 
of our scholarly community and network, through which 

doing work on indentureship across the globe. 

one reviewer commits.
 This is one small example of how the journal develops 
its networks and brings scholars together as a way of 
making community possible. So, the journal brings these 

new methodologies that might prompt us to ask new 

might be included in a broader understanding of the 
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that the sense of curiosity that Dr. Gafoor was known for, 

studies and unsilencing the past – a powerful legacy that 
will no doubt change the worlds to come.

impact that Ameena Gafoor had on my own professional 

conference held at Senate House in London to mark one 

stayed with me because of her humility, openness and 

absolutely invested in the work that we were all doing 

of indenture could come together and share their work, 
was inspiring. 
The poster for the conference, which features three 
young academics, all descendants of indentured 

going to senior established scholars, who arguably 

Dr Reshaad Durgahee, who presented his work on what 

reference to labourers who were able to use the system 

study on colourism in Trinidad and Dr Gitanjali Pyndiah 
who presented on violence against women in colonial 

researchers, who at crucial junctures in their study 
were able to make use of the conference not only 
as a forum to share their work, but also as a place to 

however, in an evening event that we organised with 

Trinidadian novelist Lakshmi Persaud all read from their 

writer Gitanjali Pyndiah, also chaired an event where 
she interviewed Ananda Devi about the process of 

seen over the last seven years, many friendships and 

Priya Swamy and Sarojini Lewis. Priya presented, for me, 
one of the most memorable talks of that event where 
she spoke about the statue of Janey Tetary of Suriname 
and the campaign for its placement, as evidence against 

the food writer and presenter Jonathan Phang and the 

for me summed up the diversity of our experiences as 

of the fact that we are part of an indentured labour 
diaspora, and no such anthology currently exists 

community, a large number of whom are doctors, nurses 
and care workers, who have dedicated their professional 

familiar with the process of giving geography lessons to 

an idea what the system of indenture was or where its 

There is no doubt in my mind that there has been a total 
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in schools, the fact that such a system existed or that 

repeatedly argued, is certain. 

enslavement as a moment in which the Empire came to 

a system of unfree labour which was at its worst unjust, 

a place where the system of indenture should feature 

of the Rowntree Society, who have been exploring their 

in the Caribbean in the 19th century.  To me what was 

by Prof Ashiagbor, who spoke about her research as a 
legal scholar looking at the ways in which ‘legal forms 

workers, Diamond skilfully showed us that we live with 
the legacies of the indenture system in ways that even 
we, the descendants of indenture may not realise or 
fully acknowledge. 
One of the privileges of working as an editor on the 

the opportunity to meet and work with scholars across 

one of a number of talented poets and novelists from 
the indentured labour diaspora or to a sociological 
aspect of the system it is a privilege to see the work of 

Samaroo and the writer Lakshmi Persaud taken up by a 

many young scholars to present and promote their work 
in 2017, in being the force that provided vital funding for 

has to my mind secured the study of indentureship for 

am indebted to Ameena and to her family for their 
generosity and support.

Literatures in English, Cave Hill Campus, University of the 

1992.

1993.

in Callaloo, Vol. 16. 1, 1993.

Stabroek, 13 November 1994.

1995.

Gafoor, Ameena. Address at the Launch of Bernard 
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1995; Stabroek News, 15 October 1995.

January 1996.

2001. Visual arts.

2001.

broadened with the launch of the scholarly Journal, The 

the contemporary literature, art, social history and culture 
of Guyana, the Caribbean and their Diasporas.

Literature, Art and Culture of Guyana and the Anglophone 

Experience in the Contemporary Novel of the Anglophone 

in The Arts Journal, 1.1, 2004.

currently living and working in Guyana to celebrate the 

November 2005.

2008 to 2012.

2008. A special issue to celebrate the visual arts, oral 

2008.
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September 2008.

2009.

2009. A poem.

4 January 2009.

News, 1 November 2009.

17 & 24 October 2010.

17 & 24 October 2010.

2010.

Journal, 8.1 & 2, 2012.

& 2, 2013, p. 10. A Poem.

Gafoor, Ameena, Opening Address of the Visual Arts 

Hansib, 2018.

Hansib, 2021.

David Dabydeen (born 9 December 1955) is a Guyanese-born broadcaster, novelist, 
poet and academic. He was formerly Guyana's Ambassador to UNESCO (United 

General Council of all Member States of UNESCO.
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The news on the morning of August 19, 2024, announced 

cast a sombre feeling in the whole country and 
throughout the Caribbean and the diaspora.

our lives through his songs and the music of his band. 

childhood days in Guyana and the region.

His parents were descendants of Portuguese indentured 

in the Pomeroon river, some distance away from his 

with children of sugar workers must have allowed him to 
develop a deeper understanding of the life and struggles 
of workers. His regular visits to the Pomeroon exposed 

He got acquainted with the life of people in the riverain 
areas. This must have had a big impact on the young 
Dave since riverain people are really the greatest of story 

have heard that story in the Pomeroon.exposed him to a 

acquainted with the life of people in the riverain areas. 
This must have had a big impact on the young Dave since 
riverain people are really the greatest of story tellers. 

that story in the Pomeroon.He grew up at an important 

people were beginning to organise themselves, this gave 

of resistance and rebellion. By 1939, the struggles of 

Recall it was the strike at Lenora which eventually forced 

workers, indeed many workers were shot and killed 
for this gain. The 1940s, which we can consider as the 
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consequent food shortages had thrown the territory 

existence in April and was removed in October of the 
same year. The unity which the PPP forged in that period 

was among those who caught the vision of Cheddi Jagan 

stories of life.

outstanding vocalist and musician. Those who had the 
good fortune of watching him perform will never be able 
to forget those experiences. One can say he really gave 
it all.

were very entertaining but with some serious messages, 

importance of morality in life and not for us to be too 

the life of animals and try to be in concert with nature. 
The message underlying many of his songs is the need 
for unity in our country and region. One could see his 
longing to see the unity of the Guyanese people that 

telling us that working together will bring successes and 
being together is the best way of overcoming adversaries. 

He was a philosopher of sorts. He managed to capture 

Guyanese and Caribbean way of life.

the front 

a real Caribbean Hero!

also served as General Secretary of the People’s Progressive Party. Mr. Ramotar is 
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founded by the late Reepu Daman Persaud.

of 1953.

paternal head of family, always believed that the 
Burnham PNC would have to accept the reality of the 

trends impacted upon the lives of ordinary folks.
Another factor that could be examined is that of Ghandian 

throughout the former English colonial territories, 

These are important strands that must be recognised, 

Vlissengen Road, Barr Street, and the Barr Street access 
to the Lamaha artery.

campaign to overthrown and displace the Jagan PPP 

immediately north of the old Hollywood Cinema 

solidarity events. Perhaps only Bourda Green 
and Lousia Row would have shared as foreraters 

Georgetown.

the decades.

: 



51

public holidays; or any other major cultural or sports 

Similar perhaps to the Charlestown ward and the 
municipal support for Janet Jagan in the 1950s.

especially in the environment of paramountcy, police as 

grocery outlets as well as bovine and ruminants rearing.

had been taken to graze.
So it would seem that similarly to the family unit of 

was one source of earnings.

to see Parbu riding one of the horses stabled in Thomas 
Street along Alexander Street. 

the subgroup of  PPP frontline leaders such as Narbada 

railway.

and Campbellville.

other engagements discussed above. However, he 
became a PPP Councillor serving on the Georgetown 

high level of local knowledge he had accumulated for a 

recently, Parbu not only was a close collaborator with 

Alexander to Pike and David Streets – where a more 
variegated cluster of small business have evolved, one 

of human mortality was very evident.

Eddie Rodney
24 June 2024
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